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Handwriting Assessment Screening Tool  
Ask the child to write the alphabet and complete at least a three-minute free writing exercise. 

Once completed, score the child’s handwriting against the criteria below. 

 

Legibility 

1. Impossible to read 

2. Very risky to rely on; words missing  

3. Some guessing is essential, doubtful spelling and letter formations   

4. Some re-reading necessary   

5. Understood first time   

6. Extremely clear   

 

Corrections  - Words or letters crossed out, rubbed out, gone over 

1. Major corrections, whole words affected: a mess   

2. Several obvious corrections   

 2.5  One or two words affected   

3. One or two letters affected   

4. No corrections   

 

Spacing between words  

1. Spaces missing/letters over-lapping   

2. Erratic throughout   

3. Some parts are erratic, some are regular   

4. Regular all through  

 

Spacing within words 

1. Spaces missing/letters over-lapping   

2. Erratic throughout   

3. Some parts are erratic, some are regular   

4. Regular all through   
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Consistency of size of lower-case letters - Assess ascenders, bodies and descenders 

1. Chaotic, all different   

2. Measurable differences (i.e. 2mm or more)  

3. Noticeable differences   

4. Satisfactory: acceptable   

5. Very consistent   

 

Alignment on unlined paper 

1. Whole lines adrift  

2. Parts of lines adrift  

3. Alignment is level  

4. Ruler like: were behind the paper guidelines used?  

 

Alignment on lined paper 

1. No letters at all on line   

2. Mostly not on line   

3. About half on and half not on line   

4. One or two letters not on the line   

5. All on line   

 

Slant of letters – assessed as upright, backwards or forwards  

1. All over the place: letters bent as well  

2. Mixture of all three  

3. Mixture of two   

4. Consistent all along  

 

Speed – do you think child’s writing speed was: 

1. Slow  

2. Medium  

3. Fast/rushed   

4. No issues   
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Qualitative (including free writing) 

• Letter formation   

• Punctuation and spelling   

• Generating/developing ideas  

• Grammar/sentence structure   

• Vocabulary choice, organisation and planning  

• Working memory  

 

 

Summary/Focus of intervention:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Set goals and intervention strategies around the identified difficulties the child is having with 

handwriting. Research has shown that daily handwriting practice for a maximum of 20 minutes is the 

most effective way of improving handwriting.  

 

 

Please see the Children’s Integrated Therapies website for general recommendations to support the 

child’s handwriting development:  https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/cit/resources/writing-drawing/ 

NB: it is always useful to consult the “4 P’s” document on the website in the first instance  
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